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Preface
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Every day Europes Roma suffer discrimination, humiliation and hatred. Not only is this an affront to our values, it is banned by our laws, including the European Convention on Human Rights.

Yet, in many communities, antigypsyism has become normalised. The problem is compounded by irresponsible statements from public figures and crude stereotypes in the media. Make no mistake: this is racism  and yet in so many instances it still remains unchallenged.

We must therefore use every means at our disposal to tackle this intolerance. The Council of Europes European Court of Human Rights has repeatedly sanctioned antigypsyism in its various forms and all 47 of the Organisations member States have clear obligations to punish, prosecute and prevent discrimination. However, while laws are necessary, they cannot alone overcome deep-seated prejudice. We must also lead a culture shift: changing attitudes and fostering tolerance from the bottom up.

To this end, the Council of Europe is supporting Roma young people as they take on the many myths surrounding the Roma way of life and reassert their own, positive identity instead. This manual  part of the Council of Europes Roma Youth Action Plan  will help educators, youth organisations and individuals challenge antigypsyism and increase awareness of the rights all people have to live free from discrimination. It will help enable young people  Roma and non-Roma  to identify and denounce prejudice wherever they find it. It aims, also, to build empathy and solidarity in the movement to end antigypsyism  for which we all share responsibility.

I hope as many educators and youth organisations will use this manual to spread a simple message: Roma are at home in Europe; antigypsyism is not.

Thorbjørn Jagland

Secretary General of the Council of Europe
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A note on terminology

The term Roma is used throughout this publication to refer to Roma, Sinti, Kale and related groups in Europe, including Travellers and the Eastern groups (Dom and Lom). It should be understood to cover the wide diversity of the groups concerned, including persons who identify themselves as Gypsies.

The term Rom is also used to refer to a person of Roma origin.

Both Roma and Romani are used as adjectives: a Roma(ni) woman, Roma(ni) communities.


1. Introduction

For Gypsies the age of criminal responsibility should be the moment of birth because being born is, in fact, their biggest crime.

Miroslav Sladek, Politician. Czech Republican Party



The difference between Gypsies and cattle is that cattle are subject to veterinary control. Livestock cant behave like Gypsies, but the reverse is allowed. Bovine rights and freedoms have been under serious pressure for years, and during that time the Gypsy woman has given birth to twins again and shes as bloody-minded as a cow yet again.

Kalin Rumenov, prize-winning Bulgarian journalist



I love roast meat Gypsy-style very much, but Id prefer more meat and fewer Gypsies.

Jan Slota, Slovak National Party



A significant part of the Roma are unfit for co-existence. They are not fit to live among people… These animals shouldnt be allowed to exist. In any form. That needs to be solved  immediately, and regardless of the method.

Zsolt Bayer, co-founder of the Fidesz Party, Hungary



Residents are ready to start setting the Gypsies houses on fire, and I want to head this process.

Russian municipal legislator Sergei Krivnyuk



Gypsies are grouped around well known criminals … there are Gypsies who are born criminals [who] do not know how to do anything other than to commit criminal acts.

General Mircea Bot, Chief of the Bucharest Police



Imagine if the statements above were made about a different group of people, for example, black Africans, Asians or Jews. Such statements would probably not be tolerated in todays society. However, with the Roma population, public figures, including respected journalists, politicians and police officials, are able to make such claims often without even being challenged.

The statements are abusive, based on false assumptions, and they are almost certainly illegal under international law. They are also racist. Why, then, are such beliefs tolerated, and why are they held at all?

This manual addresses the problem of racism towards the Roma. The problem is so well acknowledged and so widespread that it even has a special name: antigypsyism.

There is a severe need to address this problem. The Roma are the single most disadvantaged and abused minority throughout Europe and antigypsyism has been on the rise in recent years. It is becoming more and more acceptable to make derogatory statements about the Roma and to blame them for various social ills.

Extremists may feel they have license for their attacks when the message they receive from government activities in other spheres is also that the Roma are a problem.

Gay McDougall, UN Independent Expert on minority issues

The damage and suffering to individual Roma and to the Roma community as a whole is hard to quantify. It is often direct and immediate, for example, when a child is picked on by peers and teachers simply for being Roma. The damage, however, extends beyond the immediate, and beyond those individual Roma who may be victimised or abused. Antigypsyism can also be seen in the way that the whole of society relates to the Roma, including through the laws and policies that shape our possibilities or, supposedly, offer us protection when our rights are threatened.

It is difficult for young people growing up in such an atmosphere to see beyond the wide-spread prejudice, or to know how they can help to make their own society one in which all individuals are treated fairly, with respect for human rights. We have put this manual together in the belief that educational programmes must begin to recognise a problem which is common to every European country. Through education, we must help young people to see beyond the prejudice and begin to stand up for the rights of Roma people.

We should never forget that those rights are human rights. Roma people have no special rights, but they must be entitled to the rights possessed by any other community. This manual places the problems of racism, antigypsyism and Romaphobia firmly within the framework of human rights. Whichever term we use, all three are contrary to the spirit and the letter of the human rights agreements which the whole world has endorsed.

No-one would wish on themselves the kind of attitudes and behaviour which the Roma commonly experience. No-one would tolerate it for their own child. We need to make sure that the children of Europe  both Roma and non-Roma  do not grow up thinking that such behaviour is normal, or acceptable. This manual is a step towards that goal.

To condemn an entire people as thieves and bandits, is in itself a criminal act and is a violation of the Geneva Convention and the current EU rules regarding Europes citizens; namely, that every human being has the right to be treated fairly and judged as an individual on their own merits.

Hans Calderas, Roma artist and activist

The Roma Youth Action Plan of the Council of Europe and combating antigypsyism

This publication was elaborated as part of the Roma Youth Action Plan of the Council of Europe, which was initiated in 2011 in response to the challenges faced by Roma young people in Europe, particularly with regard to their participation and the multiple realities of discrimination that they experience. The Roma Youth Action Plan includes activities of the Youth Department and of other sectors of the Council of Europe, as well as activities by other partners  intergovernmental and non-governmental  co-operating with the Council of Europe, particularly Roma youth organisations and networks.

Human rights education and combating antigypsyism are important priorities of the Roma Youth Action Plan, alongside the strengthening of Roma youth identity, addressing multiple discrimination, building a stronger youth movement and increasing the capacity of Roma youth organisations to participate in policy making.

The youth sector of the Council of Europe, notably through the work of the European Youth Centres in Strasbourg and Budapest and through the European Youth Foundation, has had a pioneering role in the mainstreaming of human rights education in youth policy and youth work practice. This is most visible in the manuals Compass and Compasito, for human rights education with young people and with children, respectively, and in awareness-raising campaigns such as All different  All Equal, and the No Hate Speech Movement. Human rights education provides the optimal educational approach and content to understanding human rights as a common asset of all humanity and, conversely, to understanding the violations of the human rights of anyone as a violation of the human rights of all. The Council of Europe Charter on Education for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education stresses this role of human rights education as equipping learners with knowledge, skills and understanding and developing their attitudes and behaviour, to empower learners to contribute to the building and defence of a universal culture of human rights in society.

Human rights education and combating antigypsyism

Educational work against antigypsyism is part of this mission for a universal culture of human rights. The widespread realities of antigypsyism make it necessary to develop a specific manual to address it, not so much because discrimination against Roma is different from any other form of discrimination, but because reality has shown us that when it is not specifically addressed, it is very often ignored. The invisibility of antigypsyism in human rights and anti-discrimination education also contributes to furthering antigypsyist attitudes and acts.

As with Compass and Compasito, this manual is designed for use in both formal and non-formal education settings, even if the vast majority of youth work uses non-formal education values and approaches. Classrooms, however, are also necessary spaces for human rights education to happen and to be discussed.

We would like to stress that the purpose of this manual is to promote human rights and human rights education through the topic of antigypsyism. For the teacher or facilitator of educational processes, it may not be necessary to carry out any of the activities proposed as activities on antigypsyism, but simply as activities on or about human rights. Of course the focus of the activity and its debriefing are the situations related to Roma, but the learning outcomes should serve human rights education as a whole.

We stress this because, as educators, we are also influenced by, and exposed to, the same climate of prejudice in which antigypsyism grows, too often with alarming impunity. It may therefore be difficult to choose or to decide to do an activity from this manual because we do not want to single out one group (the Roma), or because we have no Roma in our group, or because this is not an issue of concern in our group, school or community. These are just three of the most often quoted reasons for not taking up matters related to the discrimination of Roma in educational activities. The widespread nature and the multiple forms of discrimination against Roma in virtually all European countries, make the educational work against antigypsyism a valid approach to any work for human rights education, in the same way that promoting the human rights of women benefits all society, men and women alike, and that we should not discuss womens rights only in the presence of women.

It therefore goes almost without saying that this manual has not been produced for working with young Roma only, or especially, or if possible. The contents and approach of the manual are valuable for any groups of young people anywhere. Tips and advice are provided when the presence of Roma young people in the group may demand or recommend specific actions or approaches. It is also equally recommended that Roma be involved, especially Roma young people, as facilitators, resource people or testimonies in some activities. Empowering Roma young people and supporting their participation in all spheres of society is precisely one of the purposes of the Roma Youth Action Plan and of youth policy in the Council of Europe.

This manual also aims to complement other initiatives of the Council of Europe, particularly its Dosta! campaign, and the policy guidelines for combating antigypsyism developed by the European Commission against Racism and Intolerance.


Whole table of contents

Legal notice

Copyrights

Acknowledgements

Preface

A note on terminology

1. Introduction

The Roma Youth Action Plan of the Council of Europe and combating antigypsyism

Human rights education and combating antigypsyism

2. A guide to the manual

Scope of the work

Key objectives for different groups

A human rights approach

Using human rights and human rights education to combat antigypsyism

Taking action

Structure of the manual

The activities

Supporting material

Background chapters

Running the activities

The role of facilitator

Working with Roma and non-Roma groups

Creating a safe environment

Ten DOs and DONTs

3. Antigypsyism

Gypsies, Roma, and antigypsyism

Gypsies

Roma

Antigypsyism

Antigypsyism in practice

Behaviours, attitudes and structures

The spread of antigypsyism

Antigypsyism in Europe: a historical overview

The Roma Genocide

4. Human rights

Antigypsyism and human rights

Key facts about human rights

Examples of human rights issues

Human rights and the law

Three levels of protection

Key treaties

Treaties at international level (UN)

Treaties at regional level (Council of Europe)

Which rights?

Other treaties protecting special groups or interests

Using human rights in your work

5. Key Terms

6. Activities

Table of activities

Table of background resources

Bystanders

Summary

Objectives

Materials

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Suggestions for follow-up

Further information

Handouts

Roma Genocide: key facts

Causes of death

Dealing with hate

Summary

Objectives

Materials

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow-up

Further information

Handout

Dealing with hate

Defining hate speech

Freedom of expression

Information on the handout

Fighters for Roma rights

Summary

Objectives

Materials

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Further information

Suggestions for follow-up

Handouts

Romani Rose

Ceija Stojka

Rita Izsák

Nicolae Gheorghe

Valdemar Kalinin

Iva Bittová

Foreign child

Summary

Objectives

Materials

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow-up

Further information

Handouts

Discrimination in education

Examples of discrimination across Europe

At what age did you finish school?

Good news, bad news

Summary

Objectives

Instructions

Debriefing

Further information

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow-up

Supporting material

Health rights

The right to health

The state of Roma healthcare: survey results in 11 EU countries

Healthcare and the European Convention on Human Rights

Good relations

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow-up

Handouts

Housing rights

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow-up

Further information

Handouts

Homes, housing and human rights

Notes:

The Committees conclusions

European Roma Rights Centre v. Italy

Human sculptures

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow-up

Further information

Roma bingo

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow-up

Further information

Supporting material

Quiz questions

Roma bingo answers

Sticker fun

Summary

Objectives

Materials

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow-up

Further information

Stereotypes and the Roma

Some facts about the Sticker categories:

Take a small step forward

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Suggestions for follow-up

Further information

Handouts

Statements

Childrens rights

Guiding principles of the CRC

Tell it how it is

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow-up

Further information

Handouts

Task Sheet

Ten things

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow up

Further information

Handouts

We remember

Summary

Objectives

Materials

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Suggestions for follow-up

Further information

Handout

After the Roma Genocide

Four steps to action

Summary

Part1: What we see and what wed like to see

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Further information

Alternatives

Policing: personal testimonies

Policing and human rights

Examples of human rights violations by the police

Part2: Ways of influencing

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Ways of influencing

Part3: Stepping stones

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Debriefing

Alternatives

Handouts

Part4: Planning an action

Summary

Objectives

Preparation

Instructions

Appendix I. Estimated Roma population in Europe

Appendix II. The European Convention on Human Rights and its protocols

Simplified version of selected articles

Summary of the preamble

Protocols to the Convention


Table of contents

Legal notice

Copyrights

Acknowledgements

Preface

Contents

A note on terminology

1. Introduction

The Roma Youth Action Plan of the Council of Europe and combating antigypsyism

Human rights education and combating antigypsyism

Whole table of contents

Ops/images/cover.jpg
Roma Youth Action Plan

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

CONSEIL DE L'EUROPE





Ops/images/img1.jpg





